
Moses Brown School

MIDDLE SCHOOL FAQ’S
Middle School Families,
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year. We are thrilled to have your family join us. Below is a list of 
FAQ’s to help with the new protocols for the new school year. 
 
What are the daily safety measures?
Middle School will adopt a grade-level team structure for this school year. Within each team, we 
will establish stable cohorts of students. These cohorts will serve as homeroom/advisor groups, and 
range between 10 and 14 students. Student cohorts will remain in their assigned Middle School 
classroom for most of their classes and students will have assigned seating. The teachers in charge of 
each cohort will serve as “advisors” for students and parents. In this new structure, faculty who have 
traditionally served as “advisors” may not be able to serve in that capacity this fall. However, this 
structure enables us to manage the requirements for stable pods, minimize risks, and maximize our 
ability to deliver the program effectively and safely.
 
What’s the Middle School New Schedule?
We have designed a 5-day schedule where “major” courses (Math, English, History, Science, World 
Language) will meet a minimum of four times during the week. “Minor” courses (Arts, Physical 
Education, Technology) will meet two times during the week. This schedule significantly reduces 
student movement in the division, while providing teachers access to each of their students for 
in-person instruction. Students will receive as much synchronous, in-person instruction as we can 
safely provide. There will be times when teachers may “Zoom” into a classroom or provide work 
that does not require in-person instruction. The cohort advisors will continuously monitor and teach 
important skills of time management and organizational skills related to this new schedule.

Supplies and Masks
 
Are Masks required?
Yes.  All students and teachers will be required to wear masks while on campus. We recommend 
that students find masks that are comfortable to wear and stay in place without adjustment for long 
periods of time. We will have periodic, teacher-directed mask breaks, but it will still be a long day of 
mask wearing, nonetheless. Students must have at least one back-up mask in their classroom cubby. 
The CDC does not recommend the use of neck gaiters/buff or bandanas. Masks should be two or 
more layers to stop the spread of Covid-19 and worn over the nose and mouth; secured under the 
chin. For additional information, please see links below: 

• How to Select a Face Mask?
• How to Wash Face Masks?
• Use of Face Cloth Coverings Guidance in School
• How to wear masks? 

Are supplies provided? What does my child need to bring to school 
each day?
We provided a list of required and optional student materials, above and beyond textbooks, to help 
us sustain the cohort groups and limit sharing of materials. We will encourage the use of designated 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html


outdoor spaces whenever possible for classes, activities, and lunch time. Students may wish to bring 
in a seat cushion, camp chair, or blanket to sit on to make the outside classroom experience more 
comfortable for them. These items should be kept in their homeroom classroom. As a reminder, our 
Middle School cell phone policy is clear: students may not use their cell phone during the academic 
day.

What is the dress code for Middle School?
Because students will have daytime Physical Education classes, but not have use of the athletic locker 
rooms for changing clothing, we’ll be making a temporary change to the Middle School dress policy 
for this fall: athletic clothing will be allowed during the school day. All other aspects of the dress 
policy will remain in place, and we will continue to hold students accountable for displaying any 
inappropriate messages which are intentionally or unintentionally offensive or cause pain to any 
community member.
 
Pick up and Drop Off
 
What is the arrival time and process?
Our official start time at the Middle School is 8:00 am. Each grade is assigned a specific doorway for 
entering the building to minimize contact.  

What is the pick-up process?
Middle school student cohorts will be walked to designated locations near Ross House lot by their 
advisors between 2:50 and 3:00. Parents should pick up their middle school children at this location 
every day. We have created a video and map to help explain and visualize the process. 
 
Prevention and Safety
 
What are the new health standards?
Our responsibility for the health and safety of our community demands that we implement new 
safeguards to mitigate risk from the virus. We all need to come together in showing the diligence, 
care, commitment, patience, and resilience that will ensure we can open the school and keep it open. 
Our collective stewardship of our community- our friends, colleagues, and spaces- will be critical for 
our success. MB will strictly enforce adherence to all safety guidelines.
 
• Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 must stay or return home immediately. Parents must 

arrange for a sick child to be picked up from school within one hour of notification. Return to 
school allowed only with a doctor’s note.

• Anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19, or who has had close contact with someone 
who has tested positive, must inform the school and follow instructions from RIDOH. Return 
to school will be allowed only after completing requirements as directed by RIDOH, including 
isolation or quarantine. 

• All members of the MB community must perform a daily self-screen at home prior to coming to 
school and attest to being asymptomatic via a convenient app called SchoolPass. You should have 
received an email for sign up. If not, please email

• Additionally, the temperature of all students arriving on campus will be checked manually with 
no touch thermometers before they enter any building. Visitors to campus will be limited, but 
those who do come must complete self-screening at check-in.

• Increased housekeeping staff and enhanced cleaning and hygiene practices are in place

What happens if a student becomes ill at school?
Those who develop symptoms at school should report to the nurse and then go home immediately. 
Symptomatic students must remain in isolation at the nurse’s office, and parents must pick them up 
within one hour of notification by the school.

https://www.mosesbrown.org/onestop/


 
Anyone with symptoms should seek medical advice within 48 hours and schedule a COVID-19 
test as needed. Per state guidelines, a return to school will not be permitted until documentation 
from a medical provider indicates testing was negative and there are no other restrictions, there is 
no evidence of illness restricting attendance, or it is documented that the individual is no longer 
contagious.

Quarantine and Exposure
Anyone—students, parents, faculty, or staff—who tests positive for COVID-19, or who has had close 
contact with a COVID-19 patient, must inform the school nurse and RIDOH and then follow the 
instructions of RIDOH, including isolation or quarantining.
 
How do we properly quarantine after exposure?
Quarantining involves separating and restricting the movements of those exposed to a contagious 
disease, who may not be symptomatic, to see if they become sick. A return to school will be allowed 
after completing isolation or quarantine, receiving a negative test result, or other requirements as 
directed by RIDOH.

A second-degree contact—the contact of a contact, twice removed from the person who is ill—
may continue to come to campus without restriction. The recommended duration of isolation and 
quarantining is evolving in response to growing data and evidence.
The CDC recommends the following:

• For those who have had close contact with someone with COVID-19, quarantine at home for 14 
days since the last contact;

• For those who have COVID-19, isolation can be discontinued 10 days after symptom onset and 
resolution of fever for at least 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications. For those 
with severe illness, isolation may need to extend for up to 20 days;

•  For persons who never develop symptoms, isolation can be discontinued 10 days after the date of 
a positive test. Consistent with current state guidelines, anyone coming to Rhode Island from any 
state with 5% or greater positivity rate must quarantine for 14 days or show proof of a negative 
test within the past 72 hours.

A list of states that fall into that category, updated weekly, can be found here. 
 
How will the school communicate in the event of illness?
If a member of the MB community—student, parent, faculty, or staff—tests positive for COVID-19, 
the school will share that information with RIDOH immediately as requested by state officials. 
As soon as possible thereafter, an email message will be sent to the school community, attesting to 
the positive case but excluding the individual’s identity, and explaining steps the school is taking to 
mitigate the risk of further spread (e.g., deep cleaning, isolation and/or quarantine, temporary closure 
of portions of the campus etc.).

For a list of scenarios, please visit the RIDOH playbook.

Lunch
For all students, faculty, and staff enrolled in the meal plan, SAGE has devised a new program that 
is customized to the current circumstances. Each week, participants in the plan will be prompted to 
make menu selections for the following week by means of SAGE’s convenient app, choosing from 
among four major lunch options each day: salad plus protein; deli sandwich; hot entrée; or specialty 
meal (e.g., vegetarian). Each meal includes a side order such as fresh fruit or chips as well as a drink. 
Meals will be prepared, packaged, labeled with individual participants’ names, and then delivered to 
our grade level team areas. The app includes a clear and effective tool for identifying and screening 
for a wide range of allergens.

https://health.ri.gov/diseases/ncov2019/
https://health.ri.gov/covid/travel/
https://reopeningri.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-08_K-12-Playbook_edited_v1.pdf?189db0&189db0


Middle School students will not use the cafeteria during snack or recess time. The servery will be 
closed and students will need to bring their own snacks from home for their mid-morning break.

Afterschool
Students who are not part of a supervised afternoon activity — such as a play or a team, at which 
attendance will be taken—will need to be in a specified location from the end of school until they 
leave campus for the day. This allows for appropriate cleaning to happen in other areas of the school, 
and also allows divisions to monitor who is present, an important part of contact tracing if needed. 
These assigned areas will be monitored to ensure that students maintain appropriate protocols 
— physical distance, wearing masks, etc. Middle School students not participating in after-school 
activities and who are able to safely travel home, are requested to leave campus by 3:15.
 
What technology is offered for the Fall?
The Middle School will continue to utilize Google Classroom to deliver and organize class materials. 
Our 1:1 iPad program will allow student access to class materials. All educational applications needed 
for classes will be installed on student iPads and teachers will train students on the most efficient and 
effective ways to utilize the technology provided. We will use Zoom and Owl Pro cameras whenever 
appropriate. This set-up will allow students to view and participate in classes from a remote location 
if needed (e.g., if out for quarantine).

 
Middle School Important Contacts 
Head of Middle School 
Jared Schott: jschott@mosesbrown.org

Main Office: 401-831-7350

Nurse: bclarke@mosesbrown.org

mailto:jschott%40mosesbrown.org?subject=
mailto:bclarke%40mosesbrown.org?subject=

