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A/B groups
All upper school students have been assigned to A and B groups, except for those learning entirely 
remotely.  These groups roughly divide each grade into two groups, allowing us to maintain class 
sizes of on-campus students in a manner that supports social distancing in our classrooms.

When A-group is on campus, those students will be learning in their classrooms as the B-group 
joins them in class through Zooming into the discussions  With the use of our Owl Pro video-
conferencing cameras, students in both groups will be able to view the others, and teachers will 
work to involve all students in concurrent learning.  We anticipate that this will be an enormous 
improvement over the Zoom teaching of last spring.

For those students who live domestically who elect to learn remotely, they will dial in via Zoom each 
day.  For those students who live abroad who are learning remotely, they may dial in for classes when 
the time difference does not make this onerous (for first period class, perhaps).  All other classes will 
be recorded by the teacher and posted to MyMB.

In rare circumstances, there may be students who need to be on campus when their group is 
scheduled to be remote.  We will address these on an individual basis, and those students will 
spend the day in the library, which will be supervised.  Unfortunately, given bandwidth and space 
challenges, we cannot offer this option unilaterally, but do want to recognize that there are occasions 
and circumstances in which students may need to be on campus in this way.   Because of contact 
tracing requirements, they do need to be in a supervised location at all times, and that will be the 
library.  

Weekly schedule
A five-day, Monday through Friday schedule simplifies calendar arrangements for all as well as 
coordinating more effectively with other divisions.  Longer class periods allow fewer transitions 
during the day, while also encouraging a wider variety of activities in each class period.  And most 
importantly, the schedule was designed to work for all modes of school that may happen this year.  If 
we move to all distance learning, we will retain this schedule--and return to it when we can be back 
on campus.  This lessens the friction of multiple changes to schedule and will, we hope, support 
continuous learning for students.

Students not on campus should know that they need not necessarily be on Zoom for the whole class 
period; there may be time to work independently (just as students in the classroom will be doing) or 

mailto:dphipps%40mosesbrown.org?subject=
mailto:blantz%40mosesbrown.org?subject=
mailto:%20jpennacchio%40mosesbrown.org?subject=
mailto:%20mradeka%40mosesbrown.org?subject=


to collaborate in other ways, as in using Google docs, for example.  At those times, they can step away 
from the camera.

The daily class schedule runs 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Students should not arrive before 7:40 AM, 
which is the earliest time they may have their temperatures taken, and they may not enter buildings 
until this requirement is completed; they must also fill out the attestation app. Early arrivals, once 
they have completed this process, should report to the cafeteria to wait until 8:00 AM.

At 3:00 PM, we expect students who are not involved in co-curricular activities to leave campus, via 
bus or car or by walking.  

If a student has first period free, they may arrive at school at 9:30 so that they will arrive in advisory 
by 9:45.  Late arrivals must check in at the upper school office, where an upright thermometer will 
be located.  Students who will regularly arrive late due to having first period free may have a parent 
or guardian submit an email to Jean Pennacchio, indicating permission to do so on an ongoing basis, 
rather than needing to call daily.  For other occasional late arrivals, a parent or guardian needs to call 
to excuse the student each time.

If a student has last period free, they may leave after 2nd period, or after lunch . Again, a parent or 
guardian may give ongoing permission for a student to leave early by submitting an email to Jean 
Pennacchio, rather than calling daily.  For occasional early dismissals, a parent of guardian needs to 
call the office to allow permission on an as-needed basis.

During free periods during the day, students on campus will proceed to the library; this space will be 
supervised, and desks are set up to maintain social distance.  Students may not eat or drink while in 
the library.  If the weather is good and a second proctor is available, that proctor may take a group of 
students to work in one of the tents on campus, though wifi access may be limited in these locations. 
Lots of work can be completed without connecting to the wifi, so this can be a great option for 
students wanting more fresh air and a change of venue.

For office hours, students will proceed to the location of their last period class.  They can Zoom with 
other teachers from there, connect with the teacher of that last period class , or work independently 
during this office hour period.  In some cases, a teacher may be free last period--and so not have 
other students in their room during office hours; in these cases, students may make arrangements to 
meet live with those teachers.   Office hours are an important part of the US learning experience, and 
we found ways to make these successful in our distance learning program last spring; we look forward 
to building on this in 2020.  For students studying internationally, we will look at adding periodic 
office hours at times that provide more convenient access for different time zones.





Arrival
Students should plan to arrive and travel to class between 8 and 8:10 each day; classrooms will be 
open at 8:00, and classes will begin at 8:10.  Please see the campus map to identify the arrival door for 
each building in which upper school classes occur.

Students who walk or take the bus may enter campus and proceed to class.  Those who drive 
themselves may park on side streets. (These are likely to be less crowded, as lower school parents will 
no longer be parking and walking children into lower school.)   Those upper schoolers who will be 
dropped off by a parent or other driver should enter via the Lloyd Avenue entrance, staying to the 
right side of the access road; LS parents/guardian will be on the left side.  There are four drop-off 
locations marked on the included map, and students can be dropped off at the one closest to their 
first period class.  Students will then have their temperatures taken, and enter buildings through 
appropriate assigned doors.

Students who arrive early, between 7:40 and 8:00 should report to the cafeteria until 8:00, after 
having their temperature checked.  No student may enter a building until a temperature check has 
occurred.

Dismissal
During the dismissal process, students need to continue to wear their masks and maintain social 
distance as they leave campus.  Recognizing that this is the end of the traditional “school day,” many 
will be tempted to let up on these requirements; let’s encourage one another to maintain these 
requirements.

Students will be dismissed at 3:00, in staggered groups.  Students enrolled in co-curricular activities 
should proceed directly to those activities.

Students walking home or those taking the bus can exit the campus through the front drive.  Students 
who drive themselves may leave through the back gate.
Students waiting for rides will report to identified zones, by grade, along the access road.  Here, they 
may wait for their parent/driver  to proceed up the access road, staying to the right.  While waiting in 
their groups, students should observe social distancing requirements and wear their masks.  (It may 
be helpful for parents/drivers to text students, if they can do safely, when they are nearest the pick-up 
zone.)

In some cases, students may need to stay after school because of transportation or other issues.  For 
contact tracing and planning purposes, we will need to know this in advance, so a parent or guardian 
must contact the school in advance to make this arrangement.   (Please call  or email Mary Pat 
Radeka to share this information.)  Those students will proceed to the library for 3:15 check-in.  The 
library will close at 4:30, so arrangements for pick-up must happen before this time; on Fridays, the 
library will close at 3, so please plan to leave by that time. The library will be supervised, and desks 
will be set up to maintain social distancing; students will need to wear masks at all times, and may not 
eat or drink in the library.

Lunch  
Students will be assigned to a lunch location by grade.  We are glad that this will be a larger group 
gathering, though the 6-foot distancing required for lunch means that gathering will be limited--but 
at least students in the same grade will be sharing the space.   Students will sit in seats that have been 
placed 6 feet apart in the areas assigned, and lunch areas will be supervised. If a student is on the 
lunch plan, they will pick up their lunch in their assigned areas.  
During lunch, students may remove their masks to eat and drink, which is why the 6-foot spacing 
must be maintained.  While not eating, students should resume wearing their masks.  Students may 
not order food for delivery during lunch or at any time during the school day, nor may they sign out 
to leave campus to pick up lunch.



Lunch locations are as follows:
• 9th graders will eat in the cafeteria;
• 10th graders will be in Upper and Lower Dwares, in Friends Hall;
• 11th graders will eat in two tents on the front lawns of the school; and
• 12th graders will eat in Woodman.

Students often consume snacks or drink water throughout the “usual” upper school day.  During this 
time, we ask students to bring their own water bottles to campus, as well as any snacks they may want 
throughout the day.  (For now, there will not be time to purchase snacks, given the importance of 
moving students to assigned locations and assigning them to a fixed spot for free periods.)  Between 
classes, students may elect to walk outside and, if they want to drink or eat, they would move off the 
pathway to distance themselves from others, remove their masks, and eat or drink.    Of course, if a 
student needs water during class, they may ask to be excused to the hallway, where they may remove 
their mask to drink before returning to class.

Restrooms
All restrooms will be marked with a capacity number, which must be strictly observed.  For restrooms 
that have numerous sinks or stalls, alternate sinks or stalls will be marked off in order to maintain 
appropriate distancing.  In some cases, people may need to wait for access to  a restroom. One or two 
people may wait--appropriately spaced--in the hallway for a restroom, but if there are more than two, 
then the student should return to class to wait before trying again.

Students should use the restrooms closest to their classrooms or lunch areas.  If they need guidance 
about this, they should consult the supervising adults.

And of course, everyone should wash their hands after using the restroom.  Reminders about good 
hygiene are posted in all restrooms.

After school
Some co-curriculars will meet after school:  the fall play, athletic teams, robotics, and others to be 
announced.  If students are involved in these, they should move directly to the assigned locations at 
the end of the school day.

All other students should plan to leave campus at 3:00.  Please see notes under “Dismissal” section, 
above.

Backpacks, equipment, and tech
Lockers will be zip-tied shut, and students will need to carry what they need in their backpacks.  We 
know that backpacks get heavy, and teachers will try to indicate what students must have for class in 
order to limit the poundage on students’ backs!  With three classes per day, we hope that the book 
load will be manageable.

All students should have their own supply of pens, pencils, and other assorted items they may need; 
they may not share these this year.   Water bottles are a good idea. (Debbie secretly hopes that pencil 
cases may become the new accessory of choice.)

It will be helpful for students to have headphones for Zooming and/or listening to recorded classes, if 
possible  If students need help with this, they should talk with their advisor, Beth, or Debbie.



Upper School Safety Measures

What are the daily safety measures?
In order to “de-densify” the division, we have added tents on our campus grounds, and these may be 
used for classes, lunch, or free periods during the fall. All desks in all areas will be spaced 3 or more 
feet apart to create the distance recommended by the World Health Organization and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. A “teacher zone” 6-9 feet wide will be created in every classroom.  Desks will 
be wiped down between classes, and hand sanitizers are available throughout campus.  
Our best way of keeping our community healthy is to commit to the three tenets we’ve all heard 
repeatedly:  wash hands, wear our masks, maintain social distance.  Let’s all help one another with 
these requirements.

Are Masks required?
All members of the Upper School community are required to wear a mask at all times on campus. 
The only exceptions will be for teachers and staff working  alone in an office or classroom, or while  
eating or drinking during lunch (or briefly outdoors between classes). Face shields will be available 
for teachers to use in addition to their masks.
 
What are the new health standards?
Our responsibility for the health and safety of our community demands that we implement new 
safeguards to mitigate risk from the virus. We all need to come together in showing the diligence, 
care, commitment, patience, and resilience that will ensure we can open the school and keep it open. 
Our collective stewardship of our community- our friends, colleagues, and spaces- will be critical for 
our success. MB will strictly enforce adherence to all safety guidelines.
 
• Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 must stay or return home immediately. Parents must 

arrange for a sick child to be picked up from school within one hour of notification. Return to 
school allowed only with a doctor’s note.

• Anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19, or who has had close contact with someone 
who has tested positive, must inform the school and follow instructions from RIDOH. Return 
to school will be allowed only after completing requirements as directed by RIDOH, including 
isolation or quarantine. 

• All members of the MB community must perform a daily self-screen at home prior to coming to 
school and attest to being asymptomatic via a convenient app called SchoolPass. You should have 
received an email for sign up. If not, please email

• Additionally, the temperature of all students arriving on campus will be checked manually with 
no touch thermometers before they enter any building. g. Visitors to campus will be limited, but 
those who do come must complete self-screening at check-in.

• Increased housekeeping staff and enhanced cleaning and hygiene practices are in place
 
What happens if a student becomes ill at school?
Those who develop symptoms at school should report to the nurse and then go home immediately. 
Symptomatic students must remain in isolation at the nurse’s office, and parents must pick them up 
within one hour of notification by the school.
 
Anyone with symptoms should seek medical advice within 48 hours and schedule a COVID-19 
test as needed. Per state guidelines, a return to school will not be permitted until documentation 
from a medical provider indicates testing was negative and there are no other restrictions, there is 
no evidence of illness restricting attendance, or it is documented that the individual is no longer 
contagious.



Quarantine and Exposure
Anyone—students, parents, faculty, or staff—who tests positive for COVID-19, or who has had close 
contact with a COVID-19 patient, must inform the school nurse and RIDOH and then follow the 
instructions of RIDOH, including isolation or quarantining.
 
How do we properly quarantine after exposure?
Quarantining involves separating and restricting the movements of those exposed to a contagious 
disease, who may not be symptomatic, to see if they become sick. A return to school will be allowed 
after completing isolation or quarantine, receiving a negative test result, or other requirements as 
directed by RIDOH.

A second-degree contact—the contact of a contact, twice removed from the person who is ill —
may continue to come to campus without restriction. The recommended duration of isolation and 
quarantining is evolving in response to growing data and evidence.

The CDC recommends the following:
• For those who have had close contact with someone with COVID-19, quarantine at home for 14 

days since the last contact;
• For those who have COVID-19, isolation can be discontinued 10 days after symptom onset and 

resolution of fever for at least 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications. For those 
with severe illness, isolation may need to extend for up to 20 days;

•  For persons who never develop symptoms, isolation can be discontinued 10 days after the date of 
a positive test. Consistent with current state guidelines, anyone coming to Rhode Island from any 
state with 5% or greater positivity rate must quarantine for 14 days or show proof of a negative 
test within the past 72 hours.

A list of states that fall into that category, updated weekly, can be found here. 
 
How will the school communicate in the event of illness?
If a member of the MB community—student, parent, faculty, or staff—tests positive for COVID-19, 
the school will share that information with RIDOH immediately as requested by state officials. 
As soon as possible thereafter, an email message will be sent to the school community, attesting to 
the positive case but excluding the individual’s identity, and explaining steps the school is taking to 
mitigate the risk of further spread (e.g., deep cleaning, isolation and/or quarantine, temporary closure 
of portions of the campus etc.).

For a list of scenarios, please visit the RIDOH playbook.
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